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	Meeting Minutes 
March 12, 2020


Meeting was called to order at 6:02 PM by President Kelly Merryfield. Former President Ray Philippon started the meeting with a rendition of the Star Spangled Banner by Lee Greenwood.

Present at the meeting were: Ted Pelletier, Kare Karlsen, Tim Stoodley, Bill Norrish, Shaun Clark, George Rolland, Stephen Bent (guest), Alan Plumb, Paul Randaze, Ray Menard (guest), Christine Rooney, Ray Philippon, Brenda Philippon, Thor Fossnes, Robert Broadhurst, David Landry, Mark Prolman, Steve Johnson, Matt Blanchard, Roger Morrissette (guest), Leif Merryfield, Kelly Merryfield, Jim Lynch, Seth Harris, Mark Thornton, Troy Nickerson.

New Business
Changes to by-laws were passed around and voted: 1. Delete Article 1.1.D, 20 accepted, 1 rejected; 2 Delete Article 1.1 H, 20 accepted, 1 rejected; 3 Change all “pool” references to “pond”, 20 accepted, 1 rejected.

Mark Thornton reported on progress with the Security Program. We are on schedule and the company has received deposits from the church and our club; installation of the camera and equipment is scheduled for later on this spring. Mark has been working with Steve Lawrence of the company who will install the new system.

Fish stocking was discussed and voted. We will purchase a ratio of 60% browns and 40% rainbows (no brookies since they will not survive the heat of summer. We have been selling flies at our meeting to create a fund for some larger fish, we have $300 in the fund, it will allow us to buy 12 large rainbows of 3 lbs or more in addition to the regular stocking. Should be nice. Stocking will be done around the end of March. Opening Day was scheduled for April 4 this year due to a warmer spring.

NOTE: any brookies caught after June 1 MAY BE KEPT (and in fact this is recommended) since they will likely not survive the summer heat. These are THE ONLY fish who can be taken and/or killed (read NO kibbies).

There will be a work day at the pond to do clean-up and any necessary tree-trimming. Day to be announced.

Ted Pelletier's Treasurer’s Report
We are in good shape financially, cash balance is $6,613.35. Next major expense is spring stocking, which will be approx. $1100 for fish discussed above. We have 66 current members (which may change as several new members are present), including two lifetime members. Six members chose not to renew, most due to relocation. Report was accepted.

Dinner raffle was won by Kare Karlsen. A number of tickets were sold for the Spring Raffle (formerly the Opening Day Raffle), which is a complete day of fishing on the Merrimack for two people, salt water fishing, to be done by Al Montello. This is a $500 value. Tickets are $25 each or 5 for $100. There will not be many tickets sold, great chance to win. If you want tickets contact Ray Philippon at 603-930-5309 or ray.philippon@comcast.net. Raffle will be drawn at the June BBQ meeting.

June meeting will be held at the pond on June 4, (NOT THE 11TH THE USUAL DAY). Meeting will be a BBQ starting at 5 PM, members will be charged $5 each. Families, friends, and guests (particularly potential new members) are all invited, we will ask for a count of people who will attend. Ray and Brenda will again prepare and host the BBQ.

At the current time fly tying is scheduled for Monday April 27.

We are trying to move up date of fishing derby but date must be set by church.

We did very well at the NH Fly Fishing Show held on February 22. Booth was well manned and we had excellent interest. A total of 35 people signed our sheet asking that info be sent to them, and six were scheduled to be at tonight’s meeting.

Program for April meeting will be Al Montello, fishing the mouth of the Merrimack River for stripers. Since he is the guide for our drawing it should be good.

Business meeting was closed at 6:50 PM.

Program for the evening was Angus Bozeman (who also donated a set of outstanding salt-water flies for our drawing, as well as a dozen smaller flies to be auctioned later). I believe it was won by a new member (name unknown).

Angus presented an outstanding program on fishing for Atlantic Salmon on the Margaree River, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia. He gave excellent information on where to fish, how to fish and especially, that it was AFFORDABLE, and that we should definitely fish it since it was within reach. What a great store of info, and so much enthusiasm. 

Angus was extremely kind in refusing his speaker fee as a donation to the club !

Ralph Orlando provided dessert (obtained by Ray Philippon since Ralph wisely did not attend), a ton of cupcakes baked by Hanaford’s. Shaun Clark has volunteered to bring dessert for April meeting.

Seth Harris brought some fine magazines from his collection for a donation to the club members. They were snapped up !!
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