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Nashua Fly Casters
March 9, 2017 Meeting Minutes
Those in attendance were: members Robert Broadhurst, Keith Clements, Bob Cox, Steve Descoteaux, Seth Harris, Mead Jordan, Kare Karlsen, Grahm Loff, Leif Merryfield, Kelly Merryfield, Brenda Philippon, Ray Philippon, Cam Santana, Mark Thornton, David Mitchell, John Ogden, Michael Swaney, Charles Tarr, Burr Tupper, Peter Turner, Mary Weiss and Don Westcott.  There were no guests this evening.
 The meeting began at 6:45 with the acceptance of February’s minutes. We then proceeded to draw the tickets for the night’s raffles. The dinner raffle was won by Graham Loff; and the Androscoggin fly assortments, which were expertly tied by Bob Broadhurst, were won by Kare Karlsen and Don Westcott. We also sold raffle tickets for Opening Day…and a big THANK YOU goes out to Bob Cox and Steve Descoteaux for helping with the sale of the tickets.
NEXT MEETING

APRIL 13, 2017

 Nashua Country Club, 6:00 PM

Program: “Fishing for Shad in the Merrimack River” by Al Montello 

Captain Al Montello will be giving a talk about fly fishing for shad this spring on the Merrimack River.  Al is an expert fly and light tackle angling professional.  Al has operated Anglers Experience charter service for a number of years and has earned the respect of many a client.  Al made a fishing video for a local PBS station and is frequently called upon to do fly fishing talks.  He is considered by many as the local authority on fly fishing tactics for the American Shad.  You can learn more about Captain Al Montello and his colleagues: Captain Dave Beshara, Captain Al Montello and Stephen Papows by checking out their website:  http://www.northcoastangler.com/
President Ray Philippon then introduced speaker for the evening,  Joe Goodspeed and his friend, Dawn, who is a just beginning her adventures into the sport of fly fishing.

Bob and Bob (Broadhurst and Cox) offered to bring April’s dessert.  And, a big THANKS  to Jack Ogden for baking/providing that terrific pound cake.

Kare Karlsen, club Treasurer, reported that as of 03-01-2017, the club had a cash balance of $3,714.51 after payment of the February expenses for the NFCA dinner, Burke Advertising fee and the Print Factory fee.  He stated that the $1855.00 income for January was nicely boosted by $436.00 earned in the 50/50 raffle, the continued collection of 2017 annual dues and the money collected for the dinner and fly raffles.  Kare mentioned that 11 members have not paid and he will continue to contact them regarding their membership via email and/or a phone call. The treasurer’s report was then unanimously approved.  
Dues must be paid no later than the Pond opening or you will not be able to fish this season and will no longer be a member.
OLD BUSINESS:
Ray reiterated from last month’s meeting that it was decided to stock the pond on Saturday, April 10th.  VP Don Westcott reminded members that opening day is also April 22nd and he, and possibly other members, would not/ may not be there because of their opening day fishing traditions. Ray reminded members and Don that Saturday, the 15th, is Easter weekend and that some club and church members may very well have functions planned. It was then decided by all present that opening day would remain Saturday April 22.
We need volunteers to bring bagels and coffee for the opening and Ray will heat the bagels on the grill.
Date for stocking was discussed and members expressed the need to give the new fish plenty of time to acclimate to their home.  They felt that a week or less was just not enough time in past years; and this is why we all ended up just fishing for them instead of CATCHING them on opening day.  Stocking will take place on Monday, April 10th and no one can fish until opening day, April 22.

Ray then directed his attention to Mark Thornton who has been in touch with our stocking facility and Jesse Prunier.  He has plenty of “holdover” fish this season due to poor sales last year because of the dry weather.  It was decided to spend $1000 and that we would purchase 20 brook trout, 5 - 4lb. rainbows or trophy fish, which will be tagged, and the rest will be a nice mixture of browns and rainbows; the size and number of each to be decided by Jesse.

Old and new members were reminded to be sure to park in the rear of the church and to keep a watch out for poachers/spin and bait fishermen. Don Westcott said if anyone had a guy that gave you a hard time to call him since he is only 5 minutes away and he will come to help remove the individual/s from the pond.  603-320-6150  

Ray reminded members that we need to find additional items to be included in the Opening Day raffle. We now have a top-of-the-line, four piece rod donated by Charlie;  an HMH introductory level vise;  a very nice tapestry with a fly fishing motif that can be hung for display or used as a throw cover on a sofa or chair. You can donate flies; good condition books; slightly used rods, reels you no longer use, etc.  If you have an item and you will be at the next meeting, please bring it with you; the other items will be on display as well so all can take a look and decide how many raffle tickets you want to purchase.  Tickets are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00.  You will also be able to buy tickets the morning of the Pond opening.
 Once again, we need volunteers to pick up the bagels, a few donuts, and coffee and Ray offered to heat to bagels on the grill.
NEW BUSINESS
President Philippon asked Burr Tupper to make a short presentation to the meeting regarding the International Fly Fishing Federation (IFFF), of which he is a member, and how the club would benefit from joining as an affiliated member in the Federation.  There are several advantages, including skills, training, and support from the group.  They do casting clinics, teach skills of casting and fly tying, offer equipment at low prices when used for training and fund raising, and general support for fly fishing.
Ray felt that as a club we should support fly fishing and this organization, that the pricing to join changes in April and that we should act now to save money for the club. 

It will be a $200 flat fee for the club, which will go up substantially next month. 
Ray felt that we as a club would benefit greatly just from being able to take advantage of the casting clinics that the IFFF could sponsor for the club, and that there were other things that we would gain from joining now.

Burr said that he would send the form to Kare and that we could get started immediately.  Ray asked for a vote, and it was voted to join the organization.
 Ray announced that there will be a 6 PM fly tying session at the church March 27th lead by Gerry Armstrong.  Ray asked that anybody attending should let him know in advance what kind of flies they would like to tie so that Gerry will have all of the right materials on hand for the session.
The business portion of our meeting ended at 7:40 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Philippon, Past Secretary
Quote Selection added by,

Harry Mink, Secretary

 A big “Thank You” to Brenda for taking the March Minutes while I was AWOL on grand parent duty.
“The difference between fly fishers and worm dunkers is the quality of their excuses.” 
~ Anonymous
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