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Nashua Fly Casters
January 12, 2017 Meeting Minutes
Meeting started at 6:45 PM. Those in attendance were: members Harry Mink, Kare Karlsen, Brenda Philippon, Ray Philippon, Graham Loff, Mike Swaney, Jim Lynch, David Mitchell, Tom Ryan, David Braica, Robert Broadhurst, Mark Thornton, Leif Merryfield, Kelly Merryfield, Steve Descoteaux, Seth Harris, Don Westcott, Albert Cernota, Dick Farr, Charles Shadan, Peter Turner, Alex Brooks, Bob Cox along with guests Thor Focenos and Mead Jordan.  Mead Jordan submitted a check for membership along with a membership application to Kare Karlsen.
Before the meeting started in earnest, Bob Cox and Brenda Philippon teamed up to sell raffle tickets for two dozen flies that Robert Boardhurst and Bob Cox had tied for this club revenue raising event.  This is the second meeting in a row that some great flies were tied by club members and were generously donated to the club to raise funds for the club coffers.  There were 3 winning tickets drawn raising $90.  The dinner raffle was run in parallel by Harry Mink raising $33.
Steve Descoteaux passed out “Nashua Fly Casting Assoc.” pins to members in attendance to wear on vests, shirts or hats as an alternative to the official club hat and/or club business card as proof of membership while fishing at the club pond at Crossway Christian Church.   Steve generously did this on his on initiative and on his own nickel.  The club sincerely appreciates and applauds the leadership and generosity displayed this year by members like Bob Cox, Robert Boadhurst, Steve Descoteaux and Charlie Shaden.  If you didn’t get a pin from Steve, just ask Harry Mink (he’s holding the spares) for one at the next meeting.
NEXT MEETING:

February 9, 2017 
Nashua Country Club, 6:00 PM
Program: “Spring Shad Fishing on the Merrimac” by Al Montello
Captain Al Montello will be giving a talk about fly fishing for shad this spring on the Merrimac River.  Al is an expert fly and light tackle angling professional.  Al has operated Anglers Experience charter service for a number of years and has earned the respect of many a client.  Al made a fishing video for a local PBS station and is frequently called upon to do fly fishing talks.  He is considered by many as the local authority on fly fishing tactics for the American Shad.  You can learn more about Captain Al Montello and his colleagues: Captain Dave Beshara, Captain Al Montello and Stephen Papows by checking out their website:  http://www.northcoastangler.com/
Club President, Ray Philippon opened the meeting at 6:45 PM by welcoming assembled members and guests. A presentation was then given by the Manchester Fisher Cats for the club to consider a summer outing to a ball game.
Ray also introduced Charlie Shadan as the speaker for tonight’s meetings.  
BOB BROADHURST WAS THE WINNER OF THE DINNER RAFFLE 
Kare Karlsen, club Treasurer, reported that as of 01-01-2017, the club had a cash balance of $2,393 after payment of the December expenses for the NFCA dinner and appetizers.  There were no speaker fees in December due to the Yankee Swap.  Kare also reported that the income received in December came from: the dinner, the fly and dinner raffles, new member dues and some payments of member 2017 dues resulting in total income for the month of $1,701. Overall, the club now totals 60 members. The treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
The December meeting minutes were also unanimously approved as published on the club website.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Ray reported that there was none to be discussed.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Ray then called for a vote of Officers for 2017.  He said that the current officers were all willing to continue their service and when given the opportunity, no one else present asked to be considered.   Therefore a vote on the slate of officers was held and was approved unanimously.
Ray mentioned that the club will need items for the Opening Day Raffle.   Charlie Shadan displayed the fly rod for the raffle that the Evening Sun Fly shop will donate. 
There was then some discussion about the club possibly holding gear swaps or 50:50 auctions at some club meetings to raise money.   Some suggested we should be donating items for kids just starting to fly fish.  Tom Ryan mentioned that he’d met a teacher, also a certified fly fishing instructor, who indicated that she would appreciate any and all support by our club for her and other students interested in the sport.  This discussion was then tabled by Ray to be brought up again at the February meeting.
The program for the February meeting will be Al Montello taking about fishing for shad in the Merrimack River.
Ray announced that there will be a 6 PM fly tying sessions at the church January 23 lead by Gerry Armstrong.  Ray asked that anybody attending should let him know in advance what kind of flies they would like to tie so he will have all of the right materials on hand for the session.
Again, Ray announced that Dues for 2017 would be happily accepted at any time.
Mark Thornton volunteered to bring desert to the February 2017 meeting
The business portion of our meeting ended at 7:14 PM.   Ray then introduced Charlie Shaden who made a multi-media presentation on nymph fishing that was well received.
Respectfully submitted,

Harry Mink, Secretary 
“The charm of fishing is that it is the pursuit of what is elusive but attainable, a perpetual series of occasions for hope.”                 
John Buchan
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