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Nashua Fly Casters
February 23, 2017 Meeting Minutes
Meeting started at 6:47 PM. Those in attendance were: members David Braica, Robert Broadhurst, Albert Cernota, Keith Clements, Bob Cox, Steve Descoteaux, Dick Farr, Seth Harris, Mead Jordan, Kare Karlsen, Grahm Loff, Leif Merryfield, Kelly Merryfield, Harry Mink, Brenda Philippon, Ray Philippon, Cam Santana, and Mark Thornton.  There were no guests this evening which is the first time in many, many meetings.
Ahead of the formal meeting, dinner raffle tickets were sold and the club raised $47.  Steve Descoteaux mentioned that he had made, donated and then passed out “Nashua Fly Casting Assoc.” pins to members who had attended the January meeting.  Steve gave most of the spares to the Club Secretary and kept some for passing out at the pond.  Harry Mink asked for a raise of hands for those who didn’t get the pins in January and then passed out a few additional pins.  Also, Bob Broadhurst mentioned that David Beshera had suffered a stroke and it affected his ability to cast so the sentiment of the club members was to let his dues ride for the time being dependant on his hopeful full recovery. 
NEXT MEETING

March 9, 2017 Nashua Country Club, 6:00 PM

Program: “Secrets for Successful Brown Trout Fishing” by Joe Goodsteed 

Our speaker for the evening, Joe Goodsteed, Sales Manager of Thomas & Thomas Fly Rods, will speak to us about the tips and skills required to successful fish for and catch the elusive brown trout.  Also, we do expect Joe to also talk about the most recent portfolio of newly designed Thomas & Thomas fly rods.  Established in 1969 by legendary rod builders Tom Dorsey and Tom Maxwell, company ownership evolved over time.  The current owner, fly fishing enthusiast and entrepreneur Neville Orsmond and Tom share more than a common love and passion for creating superior fly rods and a revitalization of the Thomas & Thomas brand.  Check out their website which showcases their fly rods:  http://www.thomasandthomas.com
Club President, Ray Philippon opened the meeting at 6:47 PM by welcoming assembled members.  There was no speaker to be introduced since tonight’s meeting was the Member Auction.
MARK THORNTON WAS THE WINNER OF THE DINNER RAFFLE 
Kare Karlsen, club Treasurer, reported that as of 02-01-2017, the club had a cash balance of $2,895 after payment of the January expenses for the NFCA dinner, the annual insurance premium and badge expenses.  There were no speaker fees in January as Charlie Shadan didn’t charge the club for his talk.  Kare also reported that the income received in January came from: the dinner, the fly and dinner raffles, new member dues, and some payments of member 2017 dues resulting in total income for the month of $1,701. Overall, the club now totals 60 members. The treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
The January meeting minutes were also unanimously approved as published on the club website.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Ray asked Mark Thornton about signs at the church pond.   Mark reported that the church wants new signs, for their liability protection as well as our interest in the prevention of poaching.  The church is concerned about the wording as they want to maintain their reputation as a warm and welcoming church.  The church is interested in the installation of security cameras.  Keith Clements suggested that the club might help them financially and that suggestion appeared to connect with the sentiment.  Steve Descoteaux suggested that just putting an image of a security camera on the signs rather than words might be a poaching deterrent.
The topic of visiting a Manchester Fisher Cats baseball game was discussed in the Board Meeting.   It was suggested that a family oriented baseball game would be a better fit during the summer months when there are no formal club meetings.

Ray asked what date in April would be best for the clubs Opening Day event at the church pond.  The April 15th date initially suggested wasn’t a good fit due to it being Easter weekend.  After some discussion about holding it earlier in the month, April 22nd was agreed upon.  It was suggested that we invest $1,000 for trout including some larger specimens to be stocked this coming April.  Ray asked Mark Thornton to contact our supplier to see if that date might work and we would then discuss details in the March meeting.
Ray mentioned that the club needs to find additional items to be included in the Opening Day raffle.   Opening Day raffle tickets then need be enthusiastically sold starting in the March meeting.

Ray thanked Bob Broadhurst, club Program Chairman, for his scrambling, with only a few days notice earlier this month, to find a replacement speaker for the February 9th meeting that was subsequently cancelled due to a winter storm.   Bob announced that the March program would be a talk by Joe Goodsteed from Thomas & Thomas.  The April meeting may be given by Al Montello (not yet confirmed) will give his talk on shad fishing on the Merrimac River in time to catch the peak fishing in June.  Bob is also talking to a guide for the Miller River and a guide for the Pittsburgh area for future talks.
Ray announced that there will be a 6 PM fly tying session at the church February 27th lead by Gerry Armstrong.  Ray asked that anybody attending should let him know in advance what kind of flies they would like to tie so he will have all of the right materials on hand for the session.
Ray reminded all members present that Dues for 2017 would be due no later than the March 9th meeting.  Kare said that he will be sending out reminder E-mails to all members who have not yet paid their 2017 club dues.  
Bob Boadhurst and Bob Cox (the “Bobs”) volunteered to bring desert to the March meeting.
The business portion of our meeting ended at 7:21 PM.  
Ray, assisted by Brenda Philippon, started the Member Auction.  After a few minutes, Graham Loff volunteered to run the action and was invited by Ray to take over the gavel.  Graham enthusiastically ran a fun and rewarding Member Action that almost cleared the tables of all items brought for the event.  This was a 50:50 auction where the proceeds were to be evenly split between the donor and the club.  However, many there were many items auctioned where 100% of the proceeds were donated to the club. 
Respectfully submitted,

Harry Mink, Secretary 
“Out here, you can't catch fish with your flies in the air.” 
Norman Maclean  Author of “A River Runs Through It”
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