
[image: image1.emf]
Nashua Fly Casters
April 13, 2017 Meeting Minutes
Meeting started at 6:50 PM. Those in attendance were: members Robert Broadhurst, Bob Cox, Steve Descoteaux, Seth Harris, Kare Karlsen, Graham Loff, Brenda Philippon, Ray Philippon, Cam Santana, Mark Thornton, David Mitchell, Charles Tarr, Burr Tupper, Peter Turner, Mary Weiss, Russell Barlett, Alexander Brooks, Dick Farr Tom Ryan, Alan Sherburne, Mariel Sherburne, Jim Asbury and Doug Schumann.  There were no new guests this evening.
The minutes were voted on and accepted.  Kare Karlsen reported that the treasury is in good shape with a balance of $4150.70 and we now have 53 paid members and 2 lifetime members.  We have 5 members yet to pay: two of which are on hold due to medical reasons.  We sold more raffle tickets for the pond opening, as well as fly raffle tickets. We had three nice assortments and 3 happy winners.  
NEXT MEETING

May 11, 2017

 Nashua Country Club, 6:00 PM
Program: “Fly Fishing in Maine is Wicked Fun” by Rick Little
The West Branch of the Penobscot, Rapid River, Roach River and East Outlet are all waters that are discussed in this program highlighting some of the wonderful rivers that Maine has to offer. Rick will talk about some of the areas that he enjoy fishing and the flies and techniques that he have found successful.  The program is filled with photos of these great rivers and some of the flies that he uses.  Join Rick for a discussion about some beautiful country and fascinating fishing opportunities.  Check out Rick Little’s fly fishing offerings on his website:  http://www.shopshadcreekflies.com
Thank you to Bob Cox for tonight’s dessert.  Mariel Sherburne will bring next month’s.

OLD BUSINESS:
Issue of new pond signs was discussed.  Mark Thornton reported that Nathan, the church Pastor, understands our poaching problem.  He wants to have the police periodically survey the area and he would like to set up signs as soon as possible once we have all agreed to the proper/correct wording needed that will deter individuals from fishing here.  Mark will have another meeting with church and then meet with club officers to finalize signage.
Pond stocking is April 18.  If you wish to help please be there by 9:00 AM.  We will also be clearing the weeds, debris, and low limbs from around the pond area.  If you can help please bring a pair of gloves and any equipment you think best to use. We are putting in 130 fish: 30 brookies 11-13 in, 70 Rainbows 11-13 in; 15 rainbows 14-16 in; 10 browns 14-16 in and 5 BONUS rainbows 3LBS plus. These will be tagged and if you catch one opening day you get a free dinner. 
Please TAKE NOTE:  THERE IS NO FISHING UNTIL OPENING DAY once the pond is stocked. Opening day is SATURDAY APRIL 22. Coffee & bagels and will be available.
Ray will send out a separate notice about the pond RULES.  If you see anyone spin casting ask them to please leave or if they are fly fishing and not a member, please ask them to leave.  If they give you a hard time then try to get a picture of the car and license number.
Tickets for opening day raffle are $5.00 each or 3 for $10.00.  You will be able to buy tickets the morning of the Pond opening.   We have a few more additional prizes: 2 jiffy ice creepers, ice scoop, 40% off certificate from St Croix for up to two items on line or in the catalog.
NEW BUSINESS
Burr Tupper spoke to members regarding the benefits of our membership with IFFF. We   need to decide what  activities we want; e.g. fly tying/casting clinic at pond; single and/or two handed casting; a fly tying clinic with a well known tier come in and do a clinic/ demonstration; set up fund raising program; do an outreach program for schools.

The point is that we have many opportunities to enhance the club and we need to discuss and decide what we want.
 A member brought up the issue of the old, rotten life preservers around the pond.  Mark Thornton mentioned that the church is willing to share in the cost to purchase new ones and he will follow up with the church to get this done.

Club member, Alex Brooks, mentioned to all that he has a friend who hand builds 17 foot canoes and one is being raffled off to help support No Cost Fly Fishing Retreats for Breast Cancer Survivors.  The tickets are $20.00 and only up to 1000 tickets will be sold.  The canoe is valued at $4100 dollars.  
For tickets and information you can email: sherrieoc@me.com   Drawing is June24; and you do not need to be there to win.
Ray announced that there will be a 6 PM fly tying session at the church APRIL 24.  Ray asked that anybody attending should let him know in advance what kind of flies they would like to tie so that Gerry will have all of the right materials on hand for the session.

Al Montello capped off our meeting with a great talk and videos on fly fishing for shad in the Merrimack River.  The fish are HUGE!  Thanks again for your time.
Lastly, someone lost a small box of flies at the pond which was found by a member.  Since it has not been claimed it will become another prize for the opening day raffle.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Philippon, Acting Secretary 
Quote selected by Harry Mink, Secretary

“There is always a hot new fly.  Precious few of these patterns are genuine breakthroughs destined to last for a hundred years, but more often they’re idle comments on existing traditions, explorations of half-baked theories, attempts to use new and interesting materials, to impress other tiers, or excuses to rename old patterns.  The results are often pointless fads like the craze in some pretentious restaurants of plopping fried quail eggs on everything or calling sandwiches ‘paninis.’ ” 
John Gierach  
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