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Nashua Fly Casters
December 8, 2016 Meeting Minutes

Meeting started at 6:45 PM. Those in attendance were: members Gerry Armstrong, Jim Ashbury, David Braica, Robert Broadhurst, Keith Clements, Robert Cox, Dick Farr, Dr. Seth Harris, Kare Karlsen, Matt Laliberte, Harry Mink, David Mitchell, Ralph Orlando, Brenda Philippon, Ray Philippon, Tom Ryan, Doug Schumann, Charlie Shadan, Alan Sherburne, Mariel Sherburne, Charles Tarr, Burr Tupper, and Don Westcott along with guests Ann Karlsen and Peter Turner.  Peter Turner submitted a check for membership this evening and will mail a completed membership application to Kare Karlsen as soon as possible.
 Our Yankee Swap this year started with a beautifully set table and 3 large trays of hot hors d'oeuvres to compliment the cheese and crackers that greeted club members and guests during the social time ahead of our formal meeting.  Thanks to the above members and guests for attending tonight’s meeting and for Charlie Shadan and Bob Broadhurst for their impromptu fly raffle ahead of the exhilarating, enthusiastic yet traditional fly fishing Yankee Swap run by Ray and Brenda Philippon.
NEXT MEETING:

January 12, 2017 
Nashua Country Club, 6:00 pm

Program: “Nymph Fishing” by Charlie Shadan
January 12, 2017 will the first program in the New Year and will be given by club member Charlie Shadan, the owner of the Evening Sun Fly Shop in Pepperell, MA.   Charlie will be discussing the "art of nymph fishing."  He will also go over some stream logistics.  Charlie has been fly fishing for 51 years and spends a great deal of time fishing with nymphs and having a lot of success.  Please do check out Charlie’s website for the very latest information about fishing in the area, the wide range of fly fishing product offerings he carries in his shop, as well as the fly tying classes he will be conducting this winter season at his shop in Pepperell . . . www.eveningsunflyshop.com
The February meeting will be given by Captains Al & Skip Montello talking about spring shad fishing on the Merrimack River with 6 pound hens to be caught mid-June.

Club President, Ray Philippon opened the meeting at 6:45 PM by welcoming assembled members and guests. He then introduced Charlie Shadan who, ahead of the start of the business meeting, ran a quick raffle of flies that he and Bob Broadhurst had recently tied to be used as a club benefit.  Chuck Tarr and Kare Karlsen were the winners of Charlie’s raffle.   Charlie donated the entire proceeds from the raffle to the club to be used to fund future programs. The club may well see this fly raffle again in future meetings.  Ray then launched into the business portion of the meeting. 
KEITH CLEMENTS WAS THE WINNER OF THE DINNER RAFFLE 

. . . 2nd Month in a row! 
Kare Karlsen, club Treasurer, reported that as of 12-01-16, the club had a check book balance of $1,884 after payment of November expenses for: our speaker, NCC dinner, and the porta potty.  Kare also reported income received in November came from: dinner, dinner raffle, and new member dues. Overall, the club now totals 59 members, including 2 lifetime, 1 pond work in lieu of dues, and 1 unpaid due to health issues. He also reported that the club isn’t being billed for the hosting of the Club’s website, but he’s budgeted in the $21/mo. expense. The treasurer’s report was unanimously approved.
The November meeting minutes were also unanimously approved as published on the club website.  

OLD BUSINESS:

Ray reported that the porta-potty has been removed from the church grounds.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Ray opened the discussion on the nomination of Officers for 2017.  The current officers are willing to continue and no one else present indicated an interest in being considered.   A vote on the slate of officers will be held in the January 2017 meeting.
Ray then mentioned that the club will need items for the Opening Day Raffle and Charlie Shadan said that the Evening Sun Fly Shop will donate a $600 fly rod for the raffle to kick off the donations for this event. 
Ray raised the suggestion that he thought that there should be a special member price for couples to encourage members to actively include spouses in the club.  After some discussion, a vote was taken and the couple dues for 2017 will be $100      (+ $75 initiation fee).  Ray also encouraged members to start paying their 2017 memberships and to send their dues to Kare Karlsen anytime going forward.
Ray announced that the program for January will be given by Charlie Shadan.  Charlie said he could talk about fly lines and leaders, but then settled on nymph fishing and will be bringing a DVD on the topic as part of his program.  
Ray announced that there will be a 6 PM fly tying sessions at the church December 19, but Charlie then volunteered to hold the session at his Evening Sun Fly Shop once it was determined that he had enough space for those who indicated an interest. Charlie asked that anybody attending should let him know in advance what kind of flies they would like to tie so he will have all of the right materials on hand for the session.
Again, Ray announced that Dues for 2017 will be accepted at any time.
Brenda volunteered to bring desert to the January 2017 meeting.  It must be noted that Ann Karlsen brought cheese cake desert for the December meeting with multiple topping choices which gave an excellent and tasty start to our Yankee Swap which immediately followed the business meeting.
The meeting closed the business portion of our agenda at 7:30 PM.
Attention then turned to the Yankee Swap that was run by Ray and Brenda as a tag team with Ray calling out the numbers and Brenda managing the gift distribution/openings.  Yes, there were some exchanges, but most participants seemed pleased with their gifts.

Respectfully submitted,

Harry Mink, Secretary 

  “My biggest worry is that when I die my wife will only sell my fishing gear for what I said it cost”                 Koos Brandt
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