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Nashua Fly Casters

June 12, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Our new temporary President, Ray Philippon, called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.  25 individuals were present, which included our guest speaker and 4 guests.  Don Westcott was the big winner of the dinner raffle.
NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, October 9, 2014
PLACE AND TIME:  NASHUA COUNTRY CLUB, 6:00 PM

Program: “Bugs and Smelt-Favorite Flies and Streamside Musings” by Rick Little from ShadcreekFlies.com He grew up in Marblehead, MA and lives in southern NH.  He has done several presentations for the Flycasters and has been VERY well received.  He is a custom fly tyer as well as tying ALL flies he sells on his website.  This will be an excellent program don’t miss it.
  Matt Laliberte reported that we have $4,739.30 in the treasury.  However, we will be spending approximately  $1,000 for fall stocking in Oct. and the only other outstanding bill is for our pond insurance.  Matt also mentioned that he arranged for the Porta Potti to be left until mid November.
Gerry Armstrong will be checking the water temperature at the pond. Once it is adequate for trout, he will set a date to have the pond stocked with approximately 140 fish, 100 rainbows and 40 browns.  Most are in the 12 to 16 inch range, but some lunkers are added as a bonus to anyone who can catch one.  Once we have the date, we will need help from volunteers for the stocking (an email will go out) and once stocked, please refrain from fishing for 2-3 days to allow the fish to acclimate to their new surroundings. 
Jim Lynch reported that he confronted two young men at the pond who had spinning gear in tow.  Someone at Captains Corner told them that it was OK for them to fish there.  Jim explained the rules of the pond to them and they respectfully left.  If you encounter anyone you do not know or who does not have a badge from the church or is not wearing a fly caster’s hat, you may ask them to please NOT FISH.  If you have problems explain that the police will be notified and walk over to the church office.  Don Westcott will speak to the manager at Captains Corner and hopefully this will take care of that problem.  
The pond can be fished any time EXCEPT on Sunday morning/afternoon up to 2:00PM.  Please be sure to park BEHIND THE CHURCH.  Also, please keep in mind, if you pull into the parking area and you see a lot of cars, please do not fish; leave and return later.
FLY tying sessions will be on the 3rd Thursday of the month beginning November 20th.  Please arrive by 6:00PM. Bring a vise if you have one, or let us know if you need one, and other supplies will be provided.
It was agreed that November’s program will be on basic fly fishing fundamentals, i.e. knots, types of fly line lines used and why, basic flies to have in your beginning fly box, the reasons for different fly rod lengths, rod weights and stiffness, which reel/reels to buy.  And, anything else you experienced fly fishermen can teach to our new lesser-experienced members.
December’s meeting is the Christmas Yankee Swap.  Details will be discussed as we approach the December 11th meeting.

HATS are still available and are $17.00 each; we have 5 left.
 ANNUAL FUNDRAISING RAFFLE: New ideas for next season’s raffle will be discussed at the October meeting.   We raffled off a 1/2 day Fly Fishing guided by Mark Foley, our program guest, and we hope to do more of these raffles in the future.  Cormac Cullen was the winner of this raffle. 
The car decals that have the club logo proudly displayed on them were handed out to members. Please use them, you will be surprised at the folks who will see it and ask you about the club.
PROJECT HEALING WATERS, in Bedford, MA, is ongoing. If you want to participate and help vets learn to tie flies and chat with them, they meet the last Tuesday of the month at 6:00pm at the Bedford VA Hospital.  

Please, again, consider how you can personally contribute to making our club even better.  Fund-raising ideas, help on club committees, pond cleanup, sponsoring a new member, etc. are all ways you can contribute.

FINALLY, a big thank you to MARK FOLEY of FIRST CAST FLY FISHING for his detailed presentation on fishing and visiting Patagonia; it was excellent and we will again have him back to entertain us.  
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Philippon, Secretary
*******************************************************************************

“Something to think about: If you fish the wrong fly long and hard enough, it will sooner or later become the right fly”   --John Gierach--
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