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Nashua Fly Casters
March 13, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Wally Marcella called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.  There were 18 members and 5 guests in attendance: Wally Marcella, Ray Philippon, Brenda Philippon, Gerry Armstrong, Jim Lynch, Peter Feuer (guest), Joe Drohan, Doug Schumann, Jim Asbury, Bob Cox, Robert Broadhurst, Bill Lucey, Dan Harrison (guest speaker), Joe Cahill (guest), Jay Lustig, Cormac Cullen (guest), David Beshara (guest), Steve Burke, John Atkinson, Seth Harris, Matt Laliberte, Don Westcott, Dave Appleton.
NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2014

 PLACE AND TIME:  NASHUA COUNTRY CLUB   6:00 PM

Program: NFC ANNUAL AUCTION

Dave Beshara was voted in as our second new member for 2014. Dave donated the fly rod for our annual raffle. Matt Laliberte won the dinner raffle.
The February meeting was cancelled due to weather conditions, so the January minutes were voted on and approved. 
The Treasurer’s report shows that the club has a balance of $4,209 in the bank.  Major expenses paid include Pond insurance. Upcoming expenses include Pond Stocking $1,750 and monthly rental of porta potti ($80/mo.) due through October.  Other regular incidental expenses have been paid. The report was accepted as presented.  

The program for the April meeting is our Annual Auction, with most of the proceeds going to the club. Members are allowed to set a minimum starting bid on more expensive items. Once a minimum priced item is sold, the owner will get up to 50% of the proceeds with the balance going to the club. Not all items require a minimum bid. Bring any type of fishing (or non fishing) related item you no longer want, i.e. fly fishing, spin casting, ice fishing etc. 
We still have 22 unpaid members.  There was discussion, for next year, to raise dues to $85.00 to anyone who does not pay by March 1st, which is written in the by-laws as to when all dues must be paid.  Please take time to consider this action; there will be further discussion at the April Meeting.  
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING RAFFLE: Extra tickets still available.   If you would like more, please contact Brenda Philippon at 886-1945 email: philipprb@comcast.net. Prizes include: 1) a $500 Redington DFR 6wt fly rod, with reel and fly line; 2) a boxes of trout flies tied by an NFC member, 3) a box of 12 bass flies, 4) a handpicked selection of salt water flies, 5) a 60 minute basic fly casting session; you choose the date and time, 6) A DAY ON SEBAGO LAKE with club member John Atkinson, and 7) RED SOX TICKETS!
The last Fly tying session will be held on the March 20th at 5:30 pm at the Christian Way Church (at the pond location).  Please use the front entrance.  All material will be provided.  If you have it, bring your vise, scissors, and thread, black, olive, or brown.  If you don’t have these, you are welcome to come and observe.
Gerry Armstrong and Wally Marcella had a meeting with Nathan at the church to address the excessive numbers of sunfish and bass in the pond, the aerator, pond security and fish derbies. The church agreed that we can take bluegills and bass out of the pond and they must be properly disposed of by taking the “dead fish” away from church property.  Please do not try to transport LIVE FISH, IT IS AGAINST THE LAW!  We members need to decide how we want to go about doing this?? 
Regarding pond security, Nathan said he will be keeping watch for us, and he will have further discussions with church members as to different signage.  On the matter of an aerator, Nathan and the church will be willing to help with supplying power.  The club now has to decide on what type of aerator we want?  Compressor operated was mentioned and Gerry and Wally will do more research.

The church has agreed to participate in The Bill Filter Kids Derby on Saturday, July 19th.  They would also very much like us the help with another derby on Saturday, June 28th entitled JOHNNY AND FRIENDS.  We will be here to simply supply the rods, and worms and assist with handling the fish caught. Personal handlers will be with the handicapped young adults and kids to attend to their needs.
Wally brought up for discussion 501 C3 nonprofit status and whether or not we should pursue this status for the club.  It would allow us to sell raffles tickets and earn money without the possibility of having to pay taxes on the money earned from the tickets.  A vote was taken to look further into the issue.
Wally spoke Dave Kolesar, President United Fly Tiers, at the Pelham show, regarding us sharing the cost of a table with them at next year’s fly fishing show?  Our cost would be $75.00.  It would be good visibility for the club, provide opportunity to attract new members and line up speakers for our dinner meetings.
Opening day at the Pond is SATURDAY, APRIL 19TH.  Gerry will be speaking to the hatchery to make arrangements for stocking.  Last year we put in $750 worth of 12-16 inch rainbows and browns.    

Nametags have been made for each member.  IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO, PLEASE GET YOURS AND KEEP WEARING TO ALL MEETINGS. Please consider how you can personally contribute to making our club even better.  Fund-raising ideas, help on club committees, pond cleanup, sponsoring a new member, etc. are all ways you can contribute.

LAST REMINDER…membership dues for 2014 are due now.  Please submit your payment of $75 to Matt Laliberte, 28 Eastman St, Nashua, NH 03060.
The business meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM, followed by the excellent presentation by Dan Harrison of Harrison Anglers covering fly-fishing for browns in the Deerfield and Housaic rivers in western Mass.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Philippon, Secretary

*************************************************************************************
“Game fish are too valuable to only be caught once”.
-- Lee Wulff
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