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Nashua Fly Casters

January 9th, 2014 Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Wally Marcella at 6:45 PM.  There were 15 members in attendance:  Seth Harris, Ralph Orlando, Gerry Armstrong, Jim Asbury, Doug Schumann, Bill Lucey, Brenda Philippon, Ray Philippon, Matt Laliberte, Dick Farr, Steve Burke, Wally Marcella, Al Cernota, Eddie Saltalamacchia, John Atkinson, and guest speaker, John Bunker.
The club voted in John Atkinson as our first new member for 2014; and, as LUCK would have it, John won our dinner raffle.
NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, February 13, 2014

 PLACE AND TIME:  NASHUA COUNTRY CLUB   6:00 PM

Program: Ken Simmons, PhD, Chief of Hatcheries with 
Mass Fish & Game;
“Stream Insect Ecology,
Fly Fishing and Trout Stocking in Massachusetts”
Ed Saltalamacchia will provide the dessert for the February meeting.
Minutes from the December meeting were accepted as submitted.  

The Treasurer’s report shows that the club has a balance of $3050 on account, with no major expenses due and Matt renewed this year’s pond insurance, at the cost of $109, with the same company.   The report was accepted as presented.  

The $75.00, 2014 dues are payable NOW and no later than       March 1st.  There was and has been an ongoing discussion of increasing the initiation fee and annual dues in 2015. If you have an opinion on the matter we would like your input; i.e., how much; agree/disagree; pros and cons.

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING RAFFLE: Tickets are now available.  They are $5 each or a book of 3 for $10.  We ask that members sell tickets to family and friends as a way of making money for the club and getting potential new members.  A chance at winning a new rod and reel for only $5 may be the little push they need to start fly-fishing.  If you want to get some tickets before the next meeting and any time in between, please contact Brenda Philippon at 886-1945 or email: philipprb@comcast.net.
Prizes at this time include: 1) a $500 Redington DFR 6wt fly rod, with reel and fly line; 2) a box of 12 trout flies tied by an NFC member, 3) a box of 12 bass flies, 4) a handpicked selection of salt water flies, and 5) a 60 minute basic fly casting session and you choose the date and time. Additional prizes to be added as donated.
Fly tying sessions will be held on the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6:00 pm at the Christian Way Church (at the pond location).  Please use the front entrance.  Gerry Armstrong is lending his expertise to all who wish to learn to tie new patterns or to begin learning this fun and useful aspect of trout fishing.  So bring your equipment, or just come if you don’t have any. We have plenty of tying materials at our disposal thanks to a very generous donation made by Jon Steer (he inherited the collection from his father, Dick Steer, a founding member of the NFCA).  
Gerry Armstrong and Wally Marcella are continuing to meet with church leaders to address the excessive numbers of sunfish and bass in the pond.  They will also be discussing the probability of another kid’s derby for handicapped and disabled youngsters.  We will be donating rods, and worms, as well as our time and expertise.
A suggestion was made to put larger trout in the pond. Gerry will follow-up on this with our supplier and report back ASAP.

An aerator or similar device is under consideration to improve the water quality of the pond.  Large algae blooms have occurred affecting the environment for trout.  Ray has spoken to NH Fish and Game and they DO NOT have anyone who can help, but suggested we seek possible advice from the County Extension Service.  He will do so and he will speak to Horse Pond Rod and Gun Club who use an aerator in their pond.

Nametags have been made for each member.  Please pick them up when you attend a meeting and leave them at the conclusion of the meeting.  Please do not take the tags home with you.



Please consider how you can personally contribute to making our club even better.  Fund-raising ideas, help on club committees, pond cleanup, sponsoring a new member, etc. are all ways you can contribute.

ONE more reminder that membership dues for 2014 are due now.  Please submit your payment of $75 to Matt Laliberte.

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM followed by the presentation by John Bunker covering fly fishing in Yellowstone National Park.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Philippon, Secretary

*************************************************************************************
“The solution to any problem – work, love, money, whatever – is to go fishing, and the worse the problem, the longer the trip should be.
-- John Gierach
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