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Nashua Fly Casters

December 11, 2014 Meeting Minutes

After a nice gathering of members and guests for Christmas hors d’oeuvres, the meeting was called to order by Ray Philippon at 6:45 PM.  There were 24 members and 1 guest in attendance: Ray Philippon, Brenda Philippon, Gerry Armstrong, Dave Appleton, Don Westcott, Ed Saltamacchia, Joe Drohan, Jim Asbury, John Cronin, Tom Ryan, Phil DiMarco, Russell Barrett, Ralph Orlando Steve Burke, Dick Farr, Harry Mink (guest), Charles Shadan, Seth Harris, Mark Thornton, Robert Broadhurst, Dave Braica, Bob Cox, and Dick Henry.
NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, JAN. 8, 2015
PLACE AND TIME:  NASHUA COUNTRY CLUB   6:00 PM

Program: 
Lou Zambello, guide and author.  Lou is well known in Northern New England as the guide of Mainly Flyfishing Service, a guide service that operates in much of our area.  He is also the author of many articles on Fly Fishing, and has written a new book called Flyfishing Northern New England’s Seasons.  Lou will do a presentation and also be available for personal book signings

The Treasurer’s report shows that the club has a balance of $3,865.49 with  $709 for pond insurance due in Jan., and stocking and porta-potti due in April.  The report was accepted as presented.  

We received two new applications and they will come to vote at the January meeting.  New applicants are Russell Barrett and Harry Mink.
MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE NOW BEING COLLECTED.  IF YOU HAVE NOT PAID BY THE END OF MARCH YOU WILL BE DROPPED FROM THE CLUB.

YOU CAN PAY DUES AT THE MEETINGS IN JAN, FEB OR MARCH OR YOU CAN MAIL YOUR CHECK TO:  MATT LALIBERTE, 28 EASTMAN STREET, NASHUA, NH 03060. 
Gerry Armstrong announced that the next fly tying session will be held on MONDAY, DEC. 22 at Christian Way Church.  Please arrive by 6:00PM, park in the front parking lot and enter at the front door. If you have a particular pattern you’d like to learn, please contact Gerry Armstrong at 889-1548.
Gerry Armstrong announced that he will no longer be our liaison/contact person with the church.  He is happy to work closely with a member to go over the ins and outs of this position.  The position was opened to members and MARK THORNTON offered his services.
         The President informed members that Keith Clements notified him about his present struggle with throat cancer and his upcoming surgery, and his inability to attend meetings and functions.  Members discussed and passed a motion to wave Keith’s membership for this year.  We will also send him a card with wishes for a speedy recovery.
         Ray Philippon mentioned that the positions for officers will remain the same for 2015:  PRESIDENT – Ray Philippon, Vice President – Don Westcott, Treasurer – Matt Laliberte, Secretary – Brenda Philippon and Membership Committee Coordinator – Steve Burke.  Matt Laliberte is unable to continue as Program Committee coordinator; however, Charlie Shadan offered to handle this committee and Phil DiMarco offered to assist.
Ray Philippon emphasized the need of active participation from club members, i.e. old and new members, when it comes to helping with the club’s yearly activities. 1) We need help getting items for our Opening Day raffle; Charlie Shadan has offered the first item, a 71/2ft 3wt rod.  If any of you have any other items or suggestions for donations, please let us know.  2) Help with stocking the pond for opening day.  3) Help with Kids Derby; getting rods lined and ready to use, setting up rods the day of derby, getting worms, assisting kids while fishing; cleaning up pond area afterward. 4) Club cookout; buying the food, setting up a tarp if needed, cleaning tables before and after cookout, cooking the food. 5) Fall stocking.  
As each activity approaches, you will be reminded at prior meetings of the date and the jobs for which we need help.  Please try to help out and, make each activity positive and fun for all.

There was a lengthy discussion about how much the club pays for guest speakers and how we might improve meeting attendance and get repeat attendance by guest speakers. What the club has been doing is to provide the speaker, and his/her guest, dinner and a minimal fee of approx. $150 to $250.  If traveling a great distance, we have paid more for mileage.  What is now suggested is to have members pay a $10 fee for any speakers who do guide trips.  This $10 you spend will allow you to enter a drawing to win a guided trip with this speaker and the total amount collected from all attendees will go toward his/her payment.  This is not finalized, so if you have additional ideas on this subject, please tell us about it at the next meeting. 
Please, again, consider how you can personally contribute to making our club even better.  Fund-raising ideas, help on club committees, pond cleanup, sponsoring a new member, etc. are all ways you can contribute.

The business meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM followed by the Christmas Yankee Swap.  Gerry Armstrong was the MC and did an excellent job!  Everyone had a very nice time and we want to thank Phil DiMarco and his wife for the wonderful dessert tray and Charlie Shadan for the delicious chocolate lover’s assortment.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Philippon, Secretary
*************************************************************************************
“The allure of fishing is a combination of anticipation, the pitting of skill (or luck) against an occasional lunker, enjoyment of the outdoors, and bragging about your conquest…. and then, sometimes it is just the quiet satisfaction of releasing the big one that didn’t get away.”                           ~ Gene Parker
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