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Nashua Fly Casters

April 10, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Walter Marcella called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.  There were 17 members and 2 guests in attendance: Walter Marcella, Ray Philippon, Brenda Philippon, Gerry Armstrong, Jim Lynch, Peter Feuer (guest), Bob Cox, Robert Broadhurst, Bill Lucey, Jay Lustig, David Beshara, John Atkinson, Seth Harris, Matt Laliberte, Ralph Orlando, Mark Thornton (guest), Dick Farr, Alan Sherburne.
The club voted in three new members for 2014, Peter Feuer, Cormac Cullen (who could not make the meeting) and Mark Thornton.
Ray Philippon won the dinner raffle.
NEXT MEETING:  THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2014
PLACE AND TIME:  NASHUA COUNTRY CLUB   6:00 PM

Program: MARK BEAUCHESNE FISH NH GUIDE SERVICE
MARK IS A NH REGISTERED GUIDE FROM PENACOOK, NH.  HE IS DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR NH FISH & GAME SERVICE AND GUIDES REGULARLY ON THE CONNECTICUT RIVER FOR TROUT, WALLEYE (YES WALLEYE) AND NORTHERN PIKE.  CHECK HIS WEBSITE:  www.FishNHGuideService.com FOR SOME GREAT PICTURES.  HE WILL BE TALKING ABOUT FISHING THE CONN RIVER AND THE MOORE DAM AREA.
The Treasurer’s report shows that the club has a balance of $5197.71 with upcoming bills for Pond Stock (approx. $800) and monthly Porte-Potty ($80/mo.). The report was accepted as presented.  

We now have 44 paid members and 14 unpaid.  We will be collecting dues at the pond opening for those of you who want to attend and still need to pay. 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISING RAFFLE: Extra tickets are available and you can purchase more Saturday morning, April 19, the day of the pond opening. Primary prizes are: 1) a $500 Redington DFR 6wt fly rod, with reel and fly line; 2) a box of 12 trout flies tied by an NFC member, 3) a box of 12 bass flies, 4) a handpicked selection of salt water flies, 5) a 60 minute basic fly casting session; you choose the date and time, 6) A DAY ON SEBAGO LAKE with club member John Atkinson, a $100+ Chest Pack/back pack combination and 7) RED SOX TICKETS!
Fly tying sessions have now ended until fall.  
THE POND WILL BE STOCKED THURSDAY, APRIL 17TH AFTER WHICH ALL FISHING WILL CEASE UNTIL SATURDAY MORNING, APRIL 19TH.  We’ve already had good reports from members who have caught nice browns and rainbows that held over from last fall.
No fishing allowed until after 2:00pm on Sundays. If you notice that a lot of church members are still present, please use common sense and stay out of their way. 

According to Jerry Armstrong, the church has made a final agreement to do the Bill Filter Kids Derby on Saturday, July 19th. Those of you who will be helping to set up the rods NEED TO ARRIVE BY 7:00 am.  Jerry will be checking with Mrs. Filter to see if Zebco can provide prizes for the kids.  The church provides lunch for all.
Saturday, June 28th is the date for the JOHNNY AND FRIENDS DERBY being sponsored by the church for handicap kids and young adults. We will be here to simply supply the rods, and worms and, if needed, to assist the personal handler who will be with the handicapped young adults and kids. The church will be providing lunch.

Matt Laliberte was able to get information regarding the possibility of the club applying for 501 C3 nonprofit statuses. As mentioned last month, it would allow us to sell raffle tickets and earn money without the possibility of having to pay taxes on the money earned from the tickets. It will also allow for funding raising from outside organizations who fund Non-profits. It was discussed during the pre-meeting Advisory committee and further discussion and information is still needed.  

Sharing a table with United Fly Tiers at the Pelham Fly Fishing was discussed, the cost is $75 and it was decided to discuss the topic in more detail as we approach next spring.  Although most agree it is a good idea.
Ways to advertise the club via car decals and logo patches were discussed.  Ralph Orlando will research the cost of the car decals on which we will have our logo and website address.  Wally had checked the cost of patches with EmbroidMe, Bedford, NH.  The set up charge is $100 but more discussion is needed.
Ongoing, is the discussion of an Aerator.  Will it help or hinder?  Also, the church approved reducing the number of bluegill and bass, if you decide to kill these fish, take them off the property and dispose of them properly.  And, the possibility of doing an event at the pond on Saturday’s to get members and guests involved in a terrific sport and hobby; bring your ideas to the next meeting.
Nametags have been made for each member.  IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO, PLEASE GET YOURS AND WEAR IT TO ALL MEETINGS.
Please, again, consider how you can personally contribute to making our club even better.  Fund-raising ideas, help on club committees, pond cleanup, sponsoring a new member, etc. are all ways you can contribute.

LAST REMINDER ONCE AGAIN….POND OPENING IS SATURDAY, APRIL 19TH, AND membership dues for 2014 are due and must be paid prior to use of the pond.
The business meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM followed by the Annual Auction.  Some of the bidding exchanges were heated, some great items were bought at great prices and everyone had a great time.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Philippon, Secretary

*************************************************************************************
“The allure of fishing is a combination of anticipation, the pitting of skill (or luck) against an occasional lunker, enjoyment of the outdoors, and bragging about your conquest….and then, sometimes it is just the quiet satisfaction of releasing the big one that didn’t get away.” 
-- Gene Parker--
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