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The meeting was called to order by President Don Westcott at 6:55 PM.


Present were:  Jim Asbury, Doug Schumann, Brenda Philippon, Ray Philippon, Walter Marcella, Gerry Armstrong, Ralph Orlando,  Don Westcott, Seth Harris, Dave Appleton, Dennis Degulis, Albert Cernota, Dick Farr plus Guests and Prospective Members James Thompson and Rob McAndrew











Don Westcott called the meeting to order at 6:55 PM and introduced our Guests.


 The Dinner Raffle was finally won by Seth Harris!


Dave Appleton reported that there is $513.34 in our Treasury.  A large recent expense was the payment of the premium on the Ponds insurance policy.  Members should pay their Club Dues of $75.00 before the end of March.  The Treasurers report was unanimously accepted.


We have two fly rods that were donated by Charlie Shadan and Walter Marcella to be raffled off separately at the April Pond Opening.  Raffle tickets are $5/each and 3/$10.  Thanks to Charlie and Walter for donating the rods and helping to increase our Bank balance.  Dave Appleton seized the opportunity to inform members that he has some Club baseball hats for sale at $15 each and he got four or five takers right on the spot.


A suggestion was made to contact former members to discuss rejoining and what changes could be made to make Club membership more attractive.


 Don Westcott went over the list of active and in-active members and said that he will personally call people in an effort to get them back on the Roster.


Dave said that Charlie Shadan will be at the February meeting and present some ideas for attracting new members.


Walter had some very nice Club business cards made up with our logo on them which can be passed out to people interested in joining.


Also please forward to Walter info on your favorite fishing spots and fly patterns with photos so we can add them to the Web site.


There was a brief discussion of the Club’s By-Laws and the need to update and perhaps make some changes. A committee composed of Gerry Armstrong, Walter 





 Ray Philippon mentioned he thought the concept of the web site was to contact old and potentially new members to inform them of meetings etc.


Wally Marcella asked what can be done to attract some new members. Walter suggested that we advertise open memberships to the club on our web site. Steve asked if the initiation fee is still $75 in addition to the yearly dues of $75.? Reply: Yes, no change in fees.


Steve then asked if we can get a better sign at the pond to alert people that the pond is in fact private. Steve mentioned that he has had a few confrontations with strangers fishing the pond. Don Westcott said he will speak to Bob McClure regarding a sign change.


If you have ideas for the Web site contact Wally Marcella.









































Don Westcott asked about the upcoming gathering at Don Boulia and Don Conley’s homes on Lake "Winne"


The details of the event are being finalized. Jim Asbury will be sending out the invitations, which must be responded to as soon as possible! We need a count of how many people will be attending.


Ray said that the Center Harbor Inn is the place to make reservations for the weekend.  reservations on May 1st. Believe the hotel price will be about $100 (?) Lets have a large turn out for the affair !! Many thanks to Don’s Boulia and Conley for their gracious invitation!


Don Westcott stated that he made inquires regarding a club web site. Thus far, he has learned the site will cost about $200. Don will continue gathering info on establishing web sites. Jim Asbury suggested that having a club web site would allow us to post the clubs news letter(minutes) and any other club info thereby eliminating printing and mailing costs.


New Business: Ray Philippon mentioned that he met a guide for the Winnisquam and other lakes in the region. The guide is from the North Wind Outfitters and is willing to make a presentation to the club. Ray will set up date for an upcoming meeting. Ray  also asked if we wanted to have opening day breakfast catered at the Pond.


The subject of church members fishing the pond, it was suggested that the church members be allowed to fly fish between June and August, providing they have a tag. The tags will be issued by the church. Gerry Armstrong suggested that we the get the church’s desired pond rules and combine with the clubs pond rules.


Jim Asbury, Doug Schumann and Joe Drohan are planning a trip to Grants Kennebago Camps in Rangeley Maine over Memorial Day weekend. Anyone  interested in joining them should contact Doug. 


Don Westcott mentioned that he will be fishing Archery Pond in AllensTown on New Hampshire’s opening day.


:


Meeting was closed at 7:15 PM.


Program: A live auction was held yielding ~ $75 being donated to the clubs treasury.


Reminder: Please call Don Westcott on or before April 6,2010 at 603 320-6150 (cell#) to let Don know your choice of meal and that you plan to attend the meeting on April 8th......IMPORTANT !!


auction do not have to related to fishing. The proceeds from any and all items auction off will be donated to the clubs treasury.


Don also asked members to seek speakers and/or topics for discussion for future evening programs. We will also continue to show videos/DVD’s


Under new business, Don asked if we should stock the pond with shiners, which was the practice years past. Club members thought it best not to stock shiners at this time.


Don Conley and Don Boulia have extended an invitation to all club members and their families to an outing /cookout at their homes on Lake Winnie. The proposed date for the affair is Saturday, May 15th at Center Harbor .


Spouses and children are invited.....many things to do in the area. Don Boulia asked for a "count" of people planning to attend. Don Conley suggested that attendees plan on spending the night in one of the area motels. 


Bo’s last act as President mentioned that anyone fishing salt waters in New Hampshire must be registered by Boat and Surf – NH Law.  


Massachusetts has this same requirement which is a prelude to needing a license for salt water fisherman.


Dave Appleton presented the Treasurers Report stating that we currently have $294 in the treasury, however, with incoming membership dues we should be okay for 2010.  The low bank balance can be attributed to payment for Pond insurance ($581) and bench covers ($292).  


Members are asked to please pay the yearly dues of $75 by February 28th.


The Club has been invited by the Nashua Public Library to make a presentation as part of the January Fish Program on the 28th of this month beginning at 7PM.  


Bo will give a brief History of Nashua Fly Casters followed by a talk on Bass Fishing given by Ray and Brenda.  Seth will conclude with a talk on Salmon Fishing in Quebec.  The program is a free service by the Library and Bo asked that members turn out in force to support our presenters.








 purchased and were sent this month to Joe Morin, Dick Vienneau , Bo Morse, Alan Sherburne and Keith Clements.   The cards seemed to have some magical powers because Dick Vienneau and Keith Clements were both present for the December meeting ….  Glad they are feeling better and we encourage the others to feel better soon.  Including Don Boulia, a long time member, who has suffered a “mild” heart attack but is now back home resting and feeling better.


On January 28th at 6:00 PM the Club will make a presentation on Bass and Salmon Fishing at the Nashua Public Library.  Ray and Brenda are going to give a slide presentation on Bass Fishing and Seth is going to talk about Atlantic Salmon Fishing at the Gaspe.  All members are  requested to attend and give our presenters their support.  Don Conley learned that the presentations will be taped on perhaps aired on the local community television channel.  This is great exposure for the Club and may lead to an increase in membership.


The nominating committee of Doug Schumann and Jim Asbury reported that the following members are running for Club Offices for the 2010 year:


Don Wescott…… President Ray Phillippon…….VP     Dave Appleton….Treasurer Jim Asbury & Seth Harris……Co-Secretaries











 Gerry Armstrong gave Fly  Tying demonstrations and Seth Harris provided a casting demo.


Ray reported that Don Conley has been asked by the Nashua Library staff if the Club would participate in making a presentation related to Fly Fishing during the month of January.  Ray and Brenda volunteered to give a talk on Fly Fishing for Small Mouth Bass and Seth agreed to contribute to the program with a talk on Atlantic Salmon Fishing in the Gaspe.


Ray brought up the subject of the Club’s desire to keep in touch with members who, for one reason or another , we have not seen for some time.  Jim Asbury is providing appropriate Note Cards for the Club to use to extend well wishes to those members who have taken ill and are not able to attend the meetings.  


Both Alan Sherburne and Joe Morin are currently not feeling well and we send them our Best Wishes for a speedy return to full health.


Coming up in the Spring we’ll have an outing at Lake Winnie thanks to Don Conley and Don Boulia.  We’ll have to figure out how many will attend so watch for an Invitation and RSVP around the April time frame.





 Pond and fish!


Bo discussed the offer generously made by Don Boulia and Don Conley to host a fishing/cookout at their homes on Lake Winnipesaukee next Spring for some Salmon Fishing.  As we get closer the Club will send out a Notice/Invitation with all the details and ask for  a RSVP so that Don & Don  can plan accordingly.


Bo mentioned that on October 15th the Fly Casters have been invited to participate in the Health Fair at the Senior Center in Nashua.  Bo and Gerry Armstong demonstrated fly tying and Seth gave a short fly casting demo.  The Fair was well attended and they appreciated our efforts to be a part of it.


The meeting was closed at 7:00 PM.








 


Jim Asbury inquired about the "Kids Day" activities and asked if they were successful.  Bo responded by saying the Church Kids day was a success and well attended. The Exchange Clubs day was good , but attended by a smaller than normal group. All in all, the activities were enjoyable and appreciated by the children and parents. 


We again thank Bill Filter for providing the tackle and prizes for the kids.  Great Job! Bill, and Many Thanks from the Club Members, Parents and Kids!


Mike Buxton brought up the subject of Pond Rules and suggested that they be updated in light of the ponds new ownership. Mike Buxton, Jim Asbury and Bill Filter (Bill was volunteered) will look into updating the pond rules.


Don Boulia said he has been talking to Don Conley regarding a fishing/cook-out day at their camps on the Winnepausakee (?) this fall. More details on this subject at the next meeting.


Jim Asbury suggested that the club set up some sort of mechanism to keep the members informed on the status, health etc. of members that do not make the meetings on a regular basis. We are not that large a group that we are unable to show our care for one another.


Don Conley introduced our guest for the evening Susan Phillips and recommended her for membership.  He asked for a membership vote and the Motion was made, seconded and the Club unanimously voted to accept Susan as a member.


Welcome aboard, Susan !


Gerry Armstrong, in Dave Appleton’s absence, reported  that the Club currently has $3,120.73 in the Treasury.


President Morse mentioned that Don Boulia had generously donated several item to be raffled off at the June 18th BBQ at the Pond.  Thank you, Don !


President Morse reported that he, Gerry Armstong, Bill Filter and Don Wescott met with Ron Kastons and Bob McClure from the Crossways Christian Church to discuss  having Church members fish the Pond.  


The result of the meeting is that effective July 1 thru August 31 of this year adult members of the Church will be fishing the Pond with us.


The Church members will only Fly Fish using barbless hooks and will catch and release all Trout caught.  The Club has asked the Church to ask their members not to use artificial lures but only Flies and to wear an identification  badge that they belong to the the Church.


This is a great opportunity for  Club members to teach Fly Fishing and perhaps instill a lifelong passion for the sport.


If you see a member of the Church fishing the Pond please approach them and ask if you can answer any questions they might have.  Help just tying on a fly can make a big difference to a novice.


Bo Morse has a list of members who have agreed to provide instructions to Church members.  If you would like to volunteer for that give Bo a call and add your name to the list.


There is an exception to the Fly Fishing Only rule.  Children under twelve years of age who are accompanied by an adult can fish using worms.  The hook should be no more than 24 inches below the float on the child’s line.


Church members will return the identification badges to Ron Kaston’s office when finished fishing.  There will probably be ten to twenty badges available at any given time for Church members.


.


 the Church will be invited.  Any child under the age of twelve can participate in the activities which will begin at 9AM and end around Noon.


As is usual on Kid’s Day, we need to have as many members as possible present to help setup rods and reels and assist the Kids with putting on the worms and taking the fish off the hook.  Get there between by 8AM so we can be ready when the Kids start to show up.


On a disturbing note, Don Wescott and Gerry Armstrong were told by Church elders that a member or members have been heard using foul language and addressing Church members improperly.  The Church stated that if this behavior continues the Club member will be restricted from the Pond.  Ray Phillippon said he will draft a letter of apology to Ron Kastons and the Church.


Fly Casters,  we do not want to lose our exclusive rights to fish the Pond.  The Church has been very generous and the setting is very pleasant with the new benches and a nicely mowed lawn.  


Fly Fishing is one of the few remaining Gentlemanly things left to do.  Let’s keep it that way!


Gerry Armstrong made a motion that we review the Pond rules and it passed unanimously.  Dave Appleton suggested that we review the Pond rules at the September meeting.


Dave Appleton presented the Treasury Report and we have $3165.32 in the bank so we are in good financial shape.


Don Boulia offered the Club a couple of tackle bags to raffle off at the June meeting.  We collected $85 for the Rod and Reel donated by Dick Vinneau and raffled at the Pond Opening.  Thank you Richard!


























 our policy has not been finalized.....we may have to go thru the Churches insurance policy. Dave said he will keep us informed.


Gerry Armstrong mentioned that Dick Vienneau, club member, has donated a Thomas & Thomas fly rod (9ft-7wt) and two reels with lines for raffle. Winner/drawing will be announced at the pond opening day. Raffle tickets: $5 ea.; 3/$10 and 6/$20. 


It should be mentioned that Dick Vienneau has not been well for some time and we wish to thank him for his rod and reels donation.


Bill Filter announced that the pond will be stocked on Monday, April 13th at 10:30 AM. Stocking will include 75%–Rainbows, 25%–Browns and several multi-pound Rainbows....$1000 worth of trout. We will have the pond opening on April 18th . Coffee and doughnuts will be available, club will pick up the tab for refreshments.


Bill mentioned that the trout from 2008 stocking are being caught and are in fine shape..even the 2-3 pound trout look good. Remember no fishing after the pond has been stocked until Saturday, April !8th.


Wally Marcella, applicant for membership, was unanimously voted into the club....Welcome Aboard Wally !!


Ray Phillippon asked about the dates for our "Kids Day" activity. It was decided to hold two different "Kids Days" programs, the 3rd Saturday in July will be for the children from the Exchange Club and the 4th Saturday will be for the children from the Church. We set an age limit of 12 yrs.


Kids Day activities are always open to children/grandchildren from members. Don Conley will contact/invite the Exchange Club.





The meeting was closed at 7:50 PM


resident Bo Morse opened the meeting at 6:25 PM.  Our guests for the evening John Cronin, Wally Marcella and Patty Warren were introduced and welcomed to the meeting.





It was John Cronin’s second visit as an applicant for membership and he was voted unanimously into  the Club.





Dave Appleton presented the Treasurers report stating that we have $3244.67 in the treasury with 31 paid members.


Dave wants to remind the unpaid members the Dues are Due!





Dave also mentioned that our insurance for the Pond will be increasing.  Our current premium is $570.00, but as the Cross Way Church cost of insurance increases  so will ours, because our policy is linked to theirs.  Our new premium is not know at this time but Dave will update us when he finds out.





Bill Filter spoke with Dick Prunier about stocking the Pond.  Dick has plenty of rainbows in the 13” to 15” range and an adequate supply of larger trout, both Rainbows and Browns.  The Pond will be stocked with $1000.00 worth of fish.  A mix of trout will be introduced into the Pond on Monday April 13th.  The Pond will then be closed to fishing until our Pond Opening Day on April 18th.





Right now, where there is open water and until the stocking,  members can fish.


Don Wescott reported that he had a nice fish  “on” with a sinking line last week.





Dick Vinneau has generously donated a  9ft 8 wt. Thomas & Thomas rod, reel and line (with a spare spool) to the Club for fund raising.   Gerry Armstong will raffle it off at the Pond on Opening Day.





Jack Johnson, Professor Emeritus of Fly Fishing from Lowell University,  gave a very interesting Presentation on the History and Basics of Fly Fishing.














the Club has an interest in participating.  Don Conley reminded the group that a couple of years ago we took part in the show in an effort to gain new members with several Club members present to man the booth.


 Two show visitors expressed interest in joining the Club at that time.  Don said that the cost to participate again would be about $250 and Bo said he would see if a booth is still available and verify the charge.


Arthur Fascione said that the Pepperell Chapter of Trout Unlimited is having a banquet and large raffle on Saturday February 28th at 5PM.  


Their event usually has some very good raffle prizes.





It is Bo’s plan to stimulate members interest in the Club and he asked if any members would be interested in presenting fishing topics  or demonstrations at our meetings.





Jack Johnson offered to present a slide show at the March meeting.  Jack’s background is broad and comprehensive.  He has taught fly casting, fly tying and lectured on fly fishing for over 40 years at the University of Lowell and International Fly Fishing Shows.  Bo said he would put article in the paper in the hope of attracting new members.
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Marcella and Bill Filter will review the current By-Laws and report back to the membership.


A motion was made to accept James Thompson as a Club Member and was unanimously approved.  James was sponsored by Ray Phillipon.  Welcome aboard, James!


Nominations were made, voted upon and unanimously accepted for the following 2011 Club Officers.


Gerry Armstrong	President


Ray Philippon		Vice President


Brenda Philippon	Secretary


Jim Asbury		Co-Secretary


Dave Appleton	Treasurer 


A special Thanks to Don Westcott for his service as President of the Club for the past five years.  THANK YOU DON FOR A JOB WELL DONE !! 


President Armstrong asked for committee volunteers to suggest/arrange for club outings, trips and programs for the meetings.  Walter Marcella volunteered to get involved and is looking for others to join him.  Please step up and donate a little time.


We are going to have an auction at the March meeting.  It is not restricted to fly fishing items and will raise some money for the Clubs Treasury.


The meeting was closed at 7:30 PM


 Submitted by:     Seth Harris & Jim Asbury 


Please call Gerry Armstrong at 603-889-1548 on or before February 8th to reserve your Country Club dinner for the meeting on February 10th.





Thought for the Day:


If you instill in your child a love of the outdoors and an appreciation of nature, you will  have given him a treasure no one can take away.


Ted Trueblood





Note:  Send dues to Dave Appleton, 8 Catalina Lane, Nashua, NH  03064
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